Review Session #5

The 18th Century

(Chapters 16, 17, 18, 19, & 20)

I. Political Developments

A. Overview:  Prior to the French Revolution and the Age of Napoleon, the political and social system that prevailed across Europe was the Old Regime.  Under the Old Regime, political rights and social status were based on the class that one belonged to.  The aristocracy or nobility held most of those rights and privileges, while the peasantry, a majority of the population, had few such rights (especially in Eastern Europe where serfdom prevailed).  However, because of the commercial revolution (i.e., trade, manufacturing, etc.) and the beginning of the industrial revolution, a rising middle class began to demand political power and social status.  The new belief that all men had basic, inalienable rights was critical to the demands of the middle class.  The French Revolution and liberalism of the 19th century meant the end of the Old Regime and privilege based on birth and social class.  Wealth and property (in all forms) would become the new measuring stick of political power and social status.

B. The Old Regime

1. Political Power and Social Status based on class or group

2. Characteristics of the Nobility Across Europe

3. Aristocratic Resurgence

a. Charter of the Nobility (Russia)

b. English Game Laws

4. Peasantry

5. Middle Class

C. 1715-1740:  Peace and Prosperity

1. England

a. Hanover Dynasty

b. Age of Walpole

c. House of Commons

2. France

a. John Law and the "Mississippi Bubble"

b. Louis XV and Cardinal Fleury

D. 1740-1763:  World-Wide Warfare

1. Major Struggles:

a. Western Europe and the Americas:  France v. England

b. Central and Eastern Europe:  Habsburgs (Austria) v. Hohenzollerns (Prussia)

2. The War of Jenkins' Ear (Spain v. England)

3. War of Austrian Succession (Prussia v. Austria)

a. Maria Teresa and the Pragmatic Sanction (Charles VI)

b. Frederick II invades Silesia

4. The Diplomatic Revolution of 1756 (Convention of Westminster)

5. The Seven Years' War (Prussia v. Austria & England v. France)

a. Frederick II attacks Saxony

b. French-Indian War

c. Peace of Paris--1763

E. The Enlightenment

1. Major Ideas and Themes

a. individual rights

b. natural law

c. rationalism

d. empiricism:  the use of methods based on experiment and observation

e. change and reform (both possible and desirable)

f. progress and happiness

g. liberty

2. Appealed to the Middle Class (selfish) and set the stage for the French Revolution and Liberalism of the 19th Century

3. Influences

a. Locke and Newton (Scientific Revolution)

b. Great Britain and France

c. Print Culture

4. Philosophes (political theorists)

a. Voltaire

b. Montesquieu

c. Rousseau

5. "Enlightened Absolutism" (Joseph II, Frederick the Great, and Catherine the Great)

F.  The French Revolution (study outline)

1. Major Theme and Ideas

a. beginning of the end of the Old Regime

b. victory for the Middle Class

1) individual rights

2) political power and social status based on property (in all forms)

3) did not want to share new found rights and privileges with the lower class

2. Crisis of the Monarchy

3. Revolution of 1789 (Stage 1)

a. Estates General

b. Storming of the Bastille and the Great Fear

c. National Constituent Assembly

1) Tennis Court Oath

2) Declaration of Rights of Man and Citizen

3) Constitution of 1791

a) Constitutional Monarchy

b) did not recognize social or political equality (only legal equality)

4) restructured France

a) Legislative Assembly

b) Civil Constitution of the Clergy

c) Departments

d) Chapelier Laws and free enterprise

d. Flight to Varennes

4. Revolution of 1792 (Stage 2)

a. Convention

1) Jacobins

a) Girondists

b) Mountain

2) Sans-culottes
b. Republic

c. War with Europe

d. End of the Monarchy

5. The Reign of Terror  (Stage 3)

a. Most radical stage

b. Convention

c. Committee of Public Safety (Robespierre)

1) Republic of Virtue

2) Levee en Masse (Nationalism)
d. Enemies of the state

e. Revolutionaries eventually turned against each other

6. The Thermidorian Reaction (Stage 4)

a. bicameral Legislature (Council of Elders and Council of 500) and Directory

b. bourgeoisie and aristocracy re-established power

c. victory for property owners

d. Constitution of the Year III

e. depended on the army to keep stability

1) radical democrats

2) Royalists

G. Napoleon

1. Spread the major themes of the French Revolution across Europe

a. Nationalism

b. Liberalism

2. Empire

3. Congress of Vienna

II. Social, Cultural, and Intellectual Developments

A. Overview:  Society underwent profound changes during the 18th century.  Prior to the Enlightenment and the Industrial Revolution, the Old Regime prevailed.  Social status was based on class.  Culturally and intellectually, the church still predominated.  During the enlightenment, however, the ideas of rationality and reason were applied to all social institutions.  Philosophes believed that, like nature, society operated according to natural laws and that these natural laws could be discovered and applied to humanity and social institutions.  The primary goal of the philosophes was improvement of the human condition.

B. The Old Regime

C. The Enlightenment

1. Religion (deism):  Voltaire, Lessing, Hume, and Gibbon

2. Economy (physiocrats and capitalism):  Smith

3. Crime and punishment:  Beccaria

4. Men and Women:  Montesquieu, Rousseau, Mary Wollstonecraft

D. Romanticism:  Intellectual response to the scientific narrow-mindedness of the Enlightenment

1. emotion, feeling, dreams, intuition, etc.

2. importance of the individual and cultures (nationalism)

3. revival of the Church

4. know the Romantic thinkers and their works (Blake, Coleridge, Wordsworth, Byron, Tieck, Schlegel, Goethe, Wesley, Chateaubriand, Schleirmacher, Fichte, Herder, Hegel)

III. Economic Developments

A. Overview:  During the 18th century, the economic system of the Old Regime (Mercantilism and the Family Economy) began to give way to capitalism.  We also see the Agricultural Revolution and the beginning of the Industrial Revolution.

B. Mercantilism

1. plantation system

2. Triangular Slave Trade

3. exploitation of colonies

C. Family Economy

1. Domestic System or Cottage Industry

2. Differences between Western and Eastern Europe

D. Guilds

E. Capitalism

1. Adam Smith

2. unlimited resources that should be exploited for the benefit of humanity

3. allow individuals to pursue their selfish interests in the market

4. competition

5. limited government (laissez-faire)

F. Agricultural Revolution

1. England

2. Enclosure Movement

3. farming for profit

4. population explosion

5. Jethro Tull, Charles Townsend, Robert Bakewell

F.  Industrial Revolution

1. Why England? (prerequisites)

2. Consumer Driven

3. Textile Industry

4. Water v. Steam (then Electricity)

5. James Hargreaves, Richard Arkwright, James Watt, Henry Cort

