I.   Toward an Industrial Society

*During the first half of the 19th century, the industrial revolution that had begun earlier in Great Britain began to spread across much of Europe.

--more so in western Europe than in eastern Europe

--the transformation took place primarily in the cities
A. Britain’s Industrial Leadership

1. Seven Prerequisites

2. The British Textile Industry

B. Population and Migration

1. population continued to grow during the 19th century

2. many people moved to the cities…this put new pressures on urban areas

a. existing housing, water, sewers, food supplies, and lighting were inadequate

b. slums grew

c. disease was rampant

d. crime increased

3. the situation in the countryside was not much better

a. poor harvests and famine

C. Railways

1. the 1830’s and 1840’s were the great age of railway building

II. The Labor Force

A. Proletarianization of Factory Workers and Urban Artisans

1. gradual loss of significant ownership of the means of production (tools and equipment), and control over the conduct of their own trades

B. Chartism

1. in 1836, William Lovett and other London artisans formed the London Working Men’s Association

2. in 1838, the group issued the Charter

a. demanded six reforms

1) universal male suffrage

2) annual elections of the House of Commons

3) secret ballot

4) equal electoral districts

5) abolition of property qualifications for the members of the House of Commons

6) payment of salaries to members of the House of Commons

3. failed as a national movement

