Lesson Plan:  The Social and Political Significance of the Reformation

*What does the term “magisterial reformers” mean?
--work within the reigning political power

--never contemplated reform outside or against the societies and institutions which they 

   were members

“Protestant Resistance Theory”…

--instead, they wanted reform to take shape within the laws and institutions of the 16th 

   century

--as such, many scholars point to the fact that the political and social status quo changed 

   very little during the 16th century

--the same aristocratic families governed as before and those who had money and social  

   status and money before the Reformation still had these things afterwards

*Still, the Protestant Reformation did have political and social consequences…
--the seeds of social and political change were planted

--in time, the ideas fostered by the Reformation would foster profound political and social 

   changes

Changes in Religious Practices and Institutions

--number of clergy fell by two thirds (made up 6 to 8% of the population before)

--political power and social privilege of the clergy decreased considerably

--religious holidays shrunk by one-third

--number of churches, monasteries, and nunneries decreased

--churches were less ornate (especially Calvinist churches)

--masses were now conducted in the vernacular and copies of the Bible could be found in 

   private homes

Seminar (2001, #4)
Social and Political Changes

The Reformation and Education

--Protestants implemented many of the educational reforms of humanism in their schools 

   and universities

--humanist program of studies provided the language skills to deal authoritatively with 

   original sources (proved to be an appropriate tool for the elaboration of Protestant     

   Doctrine)

--education gave people the tools to question ancient doctrine and implement reform

The Reformation and Changing Social/Political Roles

Women

--challenged the medieval tendency to degrade women as temptresses and to exalt them 

   as virgins

 --praised the role of mother and wife

--promoted the idea of husband and wife as co-workers in the special God-ordained 

   community of the family

*Still, from a modern perspective, women remained subject to men (especially outside of the home)

Laity

--should be educated

--more political power and greater control of the secular sphere

--less distinction made between the laity and clergy

Clergy

--less political power and social status

--subject to taxes and civil law

--no longer the only “emissary of God”

Secular Rulers

--no longer subject to the church 

--Church secondary to the state

--The German Princes, Henry VIII, etc.

Peasants

--demanded social and political and social rights based on Protestant teachings

--although very little changed, the desire for change did not die

