HUB DATES
Listed below are key dates in European History.  Each of these dates mark turning points, i.e., event(s) that brought about measurable change in Europe.  Being familiar with these dates will help you better determine when a specific event occurred and help you place the date of other events tied to them.
Keep in mind, there are often multiple events for each of the years listed and each date can have political, economic, religious, social, intellectual, and/or artistic significance.
1450

Renaissance (middle of)
1492

Exploration

1517

Beginning of Reformation/Martin Luther 95 Theses
1555

Peace of Augsburg 
1588

Defeat of the Spanish Armada

1648

Peace of Westphalia

1688

Glorious Revolution

1750

Height of Enlightenment/Beginning of 1st IR
1776

American Revolution

1789

French Revolution

1815

Defeat of Napoleon/Congress of Vienna

1848

Revolutions – the most widespread in European History

1870

Franco-Prussian War/German Unification

1917

U.S. enters WWII/Russian Revolution
1929

The Great Depression

1945

End of World War II/Beginning of the Cold War
1968

Prague Spring revolt/U.S. student demonstrations
1989

Fall of Berlin Wall
1993

Treaty of Maastricht implemented (1991 met to discuss, 1992 signed)

2001

9/11 – Islamaphobia spreads to Europe









Continued….

2008
Great Recession – stock market crash in U.S. affects worldwide economy.    European response is Austerity or severe cuts to balance budget rather than a mix of Keynesian Economics/cuts (under Obama administration)

